Presentation by Ernie Smith in Bathurst April 3, 2006 on behalf
of local 10 MFU to the FRCC

| would like to thank you for coming to Bathurst on this, a fact
finding spring trip of your committee.

Having fished lobster for 40 years in the same area, | have saw
poor times in the fishery and good times because of many
varying factors.

It is nice to be able to address your committee today and | have
with me, testimony from many people in the maritime provinces
and in particular a local fishery officer Mr Thomas Canty and
Gloucester MP Mr Turgeon, delivered to the Marine and Fisheries
committee 97 years ago in 1909.

it is very interesting reading of the problems of the day and the
frustrations involved into getting them solved. The book
belonged to my grandfather, who was working with protection at
the time of 1909 and at an early age of 10, in 1967 caught
iobsters and sold to the local factory for .03 cents a pound to
help his widowed mom and siblings survive, yes the year that our
Canada became a country.

Today, however | would like to bring to your attention a modern
day problem that has been ongoing for a number of years now,
none any worse then however, as it was last fall. The time has
come however for us to strongly react. We firmly believe that,
unless something is not done real soon, that we will lose the
vialibility of the most lucturative fishery we have left.

inshore fisherman has always been encouraged to implement
and respect conservation measures for all species.

Over the years, the fisherman of our area of MFU local 10 have
embraced and implemented such measures, and now we are very
scared all our efforts and conservation measures we have
endorsed might have been in vain. Each year we incredulously
watch as the gulf seiner fleet, based in the Acadian peninsula







