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Dear F(CQ

As a fisherman I am always trying to think of ways to help the fishery and keep it
around for years to come. One of these ways is to come up with better gear that will
target the intended catch and greatly reduce bycatch.

A piece of gear that will be smart is a type of gear to catch cod and other fish
similar to the old fashioned capelin trap and cod trap with the leader coming from the
shore or Jeading from the shoal. This leader mesh will be 7 inches to allow smaller fish,
salmon, or other species to pass through. If salmon did follow the leader towards the trap
opening there would be salmon deflectors on the trap corners running 45 degrees to the
Jeader. These would be a fathom deep and the salmon would follow this deflector and
pass around the trap because the salmon swim near the surface and the cod would swim
under the deflector and go into the trap. Also, the traps could have roofs on them and they
would be sunk about a fathom below the surface and again if the salmon follow the leader
they would pass over the trap.

A grate could be added to the back of the trap which will allow the smaller fish to
escape. This type of gear will help the environment in other ways as well. There will be
less fuel burned and less emission. Also there will be less gear loss and less disturbance
of the ocean floor.

This type of trap would get more fishermen involved and offer them many
benefits including:

> Allowing them to combine quotas, using this one type of trap and making
their fishing ventures worthwhile.
> The fish could be put in cages alive which would allow fisherman to

choose the fish that are market size, it would also provide an opportunity
for fisherman to auction off their catch and obtain the best price possible.

> This would also allow the fish that are undersize and the large breeders to
be set free to return to the waters to conserve the fishery.
> Another positive aspect of this type of trap is that it would allow the

fisherman to provide the cod with a proper diet of herring which will in
turn increase their market value; these traps will work well because they
would be set during capelin scason when the cod are near the shore to feed
on capelin.
This type of smatt gear will benefit the fisherman, the ecosystem and the many
many animals and fish that suffer every year from getting tangled in nets. It would just
lead to a better earth friendly fishery.

Sincerely,

Eugene Caines

g G
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IN a troubled f

Fisherman faces many hurdles before h

By AARON BESWICK /5TaFe wAITER

or over a century the
FNmthcm Peninsula’s

fishcrmen have had to
think creatively to survive in an
often troubled industry,

Forces of nature and ceo-
nomics have led fishermen to.
rethink and regear — the cod
fishery alone evolved from
hook and line, to cod traps, to
longliners and gillnets,

‘With only a small quota,
3,000 Ibs. of cod per week for
six weeks, and skyrocketing
[uel prices, Port Saunders’
Eugene Caines is looking back
to move forward.

The fisherman has
redesigned the cod trap to sig-
nificantly reduce bycateh while
reducing his fuel and crew
costs,

Mr. Caines submitted his
proposal to the World Wildlife
Foundation's Smart Gear con-

“It would be one-stop
fishing — you could
wait until there are at
least 18,000 Ibs. in
the trap and get your
entire quota in one
haul ..”

— Eugene Caines

test last year and while he.
hasn’t received word on how
his design stacked up, he wants
1o test it.

“The cod trap was con-
demmed as an option before
largely becanse of salimon
bycatch,” said Mr. Caines. “But
with this design you'd have
practically no byecatch and you
could live release fish in your
trap. Also, the technology was
all tested and proven during the
cod grow-out program in
2000,

Mr. Caines’ design calls for
the cod trap to be made of
capelin trap mesh, so when the
trap is hauled fish don’t get
stuck it the netting. The leader
Lo the trap is a seven inch mesh,
so smaller fish such as salmon
swim right through undiverted.
As well, salmon deflectors
block the top nine feet of the
trap entrance, preventing the
surface swimming salmon from
entering the trap while the
decper swimiming cod head into
the trap,

“Tt would be one-stop fish-
ing — you could wait until there
are at least 18,000 Ibs. in the
twap and get your entire quota in
one haul, rather than heading
out the harbour and hauling
your gillnets twice a day for six
weeks,” said Mr. Caines. -
“You'd save on fuel, labour and
wear and tear.”

Cod in the trap could be fed
fish offal until the trap was full.

OF THE
WEEK!
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that he argues would reduce b

Port Saunders fisherman Eugene Caines has designed a cod tra
ycatch while saving money on fue

and labour, But he faces significant hurdles before being allowe:

to test it.

Once {ull, the fishetrmen could
drive the cad into a cage and
Thaul it right to the wharf,

“The markets in Europe are
looking for “white tablecloth
fish’; which is bruiseless and
has no blood stains,” said Mr.
Caines, “With the cage at the
wharf, buyers could ship it live
if they wanted or the fish could
be slaughtered at the wharf,"

While Mr. Caines has all the
Eear neccssary to fry the wap, he
faces major regulatory hurdies.

Currently, fishermen are
only allowed to catch 3,000 Ibs.

weekly for six weeks and aren’
allowed to shate gear. As well,
cod traps aren’t allowed.

However Tudy Dwyer, of the
Department of Fisheries and
Oceans (DFO) enforcement
division, said regiilations can be
changed. .

“The groundfishery is gov-
emed by conservation harvest-
ing plans, which are done in
consultation between the union
and DFO,"” said Ms, Dwyer. “If
there’s a proposal for new gear
out there, you first want to be-
sure it does what. you claim it
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Port Saunda fisherman Eu
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gene Caines has designed a cod trap

that he argues would reduce bycatch while saving monay on fuel
and labour. But he faces significant hurdles before being allowed

to tast it.

Once full, the fishermen could
drive the cod into a cage and
haul it vight to the wharf,

“The markets in Europe arc
Iooking for ‘white tablecloth
fish’; which is bruiseless and
has no blood stains;™ said Mr.
Caines. “With the cage at the
wharf, buyers could ship it live
if they wanted or the fish could
be slaughtered at the wharf,”

‘While Mr, Caines has all the
gear necessary (o try the trap, he
faces major regulatory hurdies.

Currenfly, fishermen are
only allowed to catch 2,000 lhs.

weekly for six wecks and aren’t
allowed to shaic gear. As well,
cod traps aren’t allowed.

However Tudy Dwyer, of the
Department of Fisheries and
-Oceans (DFO) cnforcement
division, said regulations can be
changee. 5

"The groundfishery is gov-
crned by conservation harvest-
ing plans, which are done in.
consultdtion between the ution
and DFO,” said Mg, Dwyer. “If
there’s a proposal for new gear
out there, you first want to be’
sure it docs what you claim it
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Eugene Calnes holds a di

does and that's where the
Marine Institute comes in.”
Ms. Dwyer said that
research done in Sweden on
salmou deflectors and by DFO
on how increased mesh size on
cod trap leaders would reduce
small fish bycatch, appears to
baclup Mr, Caines argument.
“But with individual quotas
so low, the traps are often seen
a8 too efficient.” .
" Hence the need to alléw
multiple licences to fish one
trap — another regulatory hurtle.
“My advice would be to take
the proposal to Centre for
Sustainable Aquatic Resources
at the Marine Institute and have
the gear tested,” said Ms.
Dwyer. “Then before any
changes could be made to the
conservation harvesting plans
we'd have to consult extensive-
Iy with other fishers.”

agrﬁm
Mr. Calnes’ design would include salmon deflectors, a leader with
seven-inch mesh and a trap made with capelln mesh, all meant to
prevent byeatch.

of an old Newfoundland cod trap.

The Pert contacted Mem-
orial University's Bonne Bay
Marine Centre at Norris Paoint,
to sce if.they 'd be interested in
teaming up with Mr. Caines to
test the ncw gear,

““We’d certainly be intercst-
ed," said station director Bob
Hooper, who intends to call Mr.
Caines fo further explore the
idea.

In the meantime Mr. Caines
has been attermpting to drum up
support for his idea while strug-
gling to survive in the small
boat fishery.

“T've talked to Tcewater, a
buyer from Atnold’s Cove, and
they like the idea and Roland
Hedderson in the union liked it
too," said Mr, Caines. “T’'m just
trying to find another option for

Gishermen, not frying to get rid
of any of the other gear mefh-
ods.”'




